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A global collaboration platform for
better growth through deforestation-free
commodities
GLOBAL AGENDA

Better growth is possible
- and it does not include
deforestation

Momentum is growing
and commitments are
expanding

Preserving and restoring forests is critical to averting the
most dangerous climate change and achieving Global Goals.
According to the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) report, about 10% of global greenhouse gas
emissions are tied to deforestation; with up to 20% of all the
abatement potential identified in the land-use sector. Forests
are also extremely important to food security, water security
and livelihood, so conserving and restoring forests feature
prominently in the Global Goals.
Deforestation-free supply chains are critical to low-emission
development. The world’s population, predicted to reach 9
billion by 2050, will require 70% more food calories than
currently available, while demand for wood products will also
continue to increase. Over the past decades, meeting the
rising demand for food and consumer goods has often come
at the expense of forests, making commercial agriculture the
main driver of tropical deforestation.
Yet it is possible to deliver rural development and domestic
economic growth, and at the same time protect and restore
forests at large scale. In the legal Amazon of Brazil
agricultural output has been growing while deforestation
rates have dropped substantially. Better production models
at the forest frontier can protect critical natural resources,
deliver economic and social benefits for smallholder farmers
and local communities, and recognize and respect
community and indigenous peoples’ rights.

The year 2015 has in many regards illustrated both the
growing momentum on the international forest agenda and
the importance of sustainable forest and landscape
management as a basis for sustainable development and
growth. Provisions for forests are an integral part to the
Global Goals and the Paris Agreement, and many tropical
forest countries, sub-national governments and donor
governments have clearly reaffirmed their commitment to
protect forests as part of their INDCs, international
development aid and domestic development priorities.
Meanwhile, companies with a combined annual turnover of
over $2.75 trillion are now committed to ending deforestation
in their operations and supply chains. And the landmark New
York Declaration on Forests has for the first time united
leaders from diverse sectors behind a common goal of
ending deforestation entirely by 2030.

COMMITMENTS VARY BY COMMODITY

Commitments to deforestation-free sourcing are now high for several important commodities
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Now is the time to move
to action at scale

TFA 2020 offers a platform
for implementation

Together, the commitments made by governments, civil
society, indigenous peoples and business offer the
opportunity for transformational action on forests. Combining
increased production with improved protection of forests can
deliver sustainable livelihoods for millions of smallholder
farmers, rural communities and indigenous peoples.
Solutions exist – they must be accelerated and taken to
scale. This requires strong leadership, and above all,
alignment and cooperation between sectors, in particular
between governments and the private sector. This is the only
way for commitments made in the boardroom to translate
into real momentum and deliver the dramatic decrease in
deforestation that is within reach.

The Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 (TFA 2020) offers a global
platform for transformative collaboration. TFA 2020 is a
global public-private partnership in which partners take
voluntary action, individually and in combination, to reduce
the tropical deforestation associated with the sourcing of
commodities such as palm oil, soy, beef and paper and pulp.
TFA 2020 is in a unique position to foster cross-sector
collaboration based on a common and ever-deeper
understanding of the barriers and opportunities linked to
deforestation-free supply chains. Its greatest offering is a
partnership of champions for deforestation-free global and
local economies, making the case for sustainable supply
chains as an essential pathway towards a better economy
and achievement of the Global Goals.

Commitments to deforestation-free sourcing need
to translate into action

20% of global palm
oil production is

The partners of the Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 stand ready
to help fulfil the important growth and development benefits
that decoupling commodity production from deforestation
can bring to millions of people around the world.
We invite interested governments, private-sector companies,
civil society organizations and international organizations to
join our collective efforts.
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In the state of Mato Grosso,
50% of slaughter has been
estimated to be illegal
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The World Economic Forum is pleased to host the TFA2020
Secretariat at the Geneva Headquarters as of June 2015.
The partnership includes over 40 organization spanning
governments, the private sector, and civil society.
The partnership is open to all organisation sharing its aims,
and particularly interested in the membership of tropical
forest country governments, financial institutions, and
agriculture and consumer goods companies engaged in its
commodities of focus – palm oil, soy, beef, and pulp and
paper. To learn more about the partnership and how to
engage visit www.tfa2020.org or contact us to find out how
to become a partner at tfa2020@weforum.org
The TFA2020 Steering Committee includes
Cargill
Government of Indonesia
Government of Liberia
Government of Norway
Government of the Netherlands
Government of the United States
Government of the United Kingdom
IMAFLORA
The Nature Conservancy
Unilever
Wilmar International
World Economic Forum
World Resources Institute

The World Economic Forum,
committed to improving the state of the
world, is the International Organization
for Public-Private Cooperation.
The Forum engages the foremost
political, business and other leaders of
society to shape global, regional and
industry agendas.
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